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SUBJ: PEOPLE'S DAILY ON ANNIVERSARY OF MAO'S MAY 20TH STATEMENT 

SUMMARY: A PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL MARKING THE FIFTH ANNIVER 
SARY OF MAO'S 1970 MAY 20TH STATEMENT CRITICIZING US INTER- 
VENTION IN CAMBODIA BOROADENS THE ORIGINAL TARGET OF THE 
CHAIRMAN TO ENCOMPASS THE SOVIET UNION AND HEGEMONISM. 

THIS TREATMENT SEEMS INDICATIVE OF THE ADJUSTMENT THE PRC 
FACES IN UNDRESSING RECENT COMMUNIST VICTORIES AND THE US 
DEFEAT IN INDOCHINA. END SUMMARY 

1. A PEOPLE’S DAILY EDITORIAL MARKING THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF MAO'S 1970 MAY 20TH STATEMENT CRITICIZING US INTERVENTION 
IN CAMBODIA SPEAKS OF THE US AS "DEFEATEE" AND TURNS ON THE 
SOVIETS AS THE REMAINING TARGET OF STRUGGLE. THE EDITORIAL 
SEEMS YET ANOTHER RECENT SIGN OF HEIGTHENED PRC CONCERN 
WITH INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPANDED SOVIET INFLUENCE 
IN ASIA. THE US DEFEAT IS SEEN AS BEARING OUT PRC PRESENT 
CONTENTIONS THAT THE SUPERPOWERS (BOTH THE US AND THE USSR) 
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"A SMALL NATION CAN DEFEAT A LARGER ONE, A JUST WAR ENJOYS 
JUST SUPPORT ", ETC. INDEED THE EDITORIAL SUGGESTS THAT THE 
CHINESE CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS STEMMING FROM US INTERVENTION 
IN ASIA NOW ARE A MATTER OF HISTORY, WHILE THE SOVIETS ARE 
THE REMAINING CONCERN. THE EDITORIAL EXPLICITLY DECLARES 
THAT THE SOVIETS CAN SIMILARLY BE DEFEATED". 

2. THE EDITORIAL SKIRTS A NUMBER OF ISSUES ADDRESSED IN 
THE EARLIER MAO STATEMENT. MAO'S ASSERTION THAT THE US IS 
A "PAPER TIGER" IS IMMITTED AND THERE ARE RELATIVELY FEW 
SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO THE CURRENT SITUATION IN INDOCHINA. 

THERE IS ALSO NO REPETITION OF MAO'S 1970 STATEMENT OF 
SUPPORT FOR SIHANOUK AS HEAD OF STATE, PERHAPS IN VIEW OF 
SIHANOUK S UNCERTAIN ROLE IN THE NEW CAMBODIA REGIME. 

THE EDITORIAL NOTES THE LAO PEOPLE S "IMPORTANT VICTORIES" 

IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO "OUST THE ULTRA REACTIONARIES AND THE 
US NEO-COLONIALISTS", WHILE THE MAJOR COMMUNIST VICTORY 
IN VIETNAM RECEIVES BARE MENTION. 

3. THERE IS NO REITERATION OF THE 1970 CALL FOR ACTION; 

RATHER, THE EDITORIAL REFLECTS PEKING'S APPARENT APPRECIATION 
OF THE NEED FOR CAUTION. IT DECLARES THAT MAO'S STATEMENT 
"FULLY EXPRESSES" THE CHINESE PEOPLE S PRINCIPLED STAND OF 
SUPPORT FOR REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE. UNLIKE THE 1970 STATEM- 
MENT, THE EDITORIAL OMITS ANY REFERENCE TO STRUGGLE IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIANCOUNTRIES, KOREA, JAPAN, ETC. CONCLUDING 

ON A MORE SOLEMN AND SOMBER NOTE, IT STATES THAT "NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS IN THE WORLD" CHINA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE STRUGGELE AGAINST IMPERIALISM, COLONILAISM, AND HEGEMONISM. 
SUGGESTING THAT PEKING IS LOOKING AHEAD- PERHAPS TO THE 
ADJUSTMENTS CHINA LIKE OTHER ASIAN NATIONS MUST MAKE IN 
THE LIGHT OF THE NEW SITUATION IN INDOCHINA AND GROWING 
SOVIET INTEREST IN THE AREA. 
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